The role of the small intestine in cystic fibrosis patients.
A survey is given of the morphological and biochemical lesions of the small intestine that can be found in cystic fibrosis patients. The available data on the structure and function of the small intestine in CF patients favour the hypothesis that the small intestine itself might contribute to the malabsorption of nutrients in this disease. The most pronounced lesions, i.e. meconium ileus and absent active transport of bile salts are found in the ileum. It might be remembered that the ileum is also the site of intensive exchange of chloride and bicarbonate, a function that is heavily disturbed in the pancreas of CF patients. For this reason, further studies on the ileal function in cystic fibrosis are warranted.